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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 14 and 15 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claims are depend from another multi-dependant claim. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims 14 andl5 does not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 13 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
May (6,317,727). 

With respect claim 13, May teaches a transaction method executed on a computer system 
connected to a communications network, including executing trades of event coupons between 
parties, said coupons having being conducted at price less that said predetermined value (Fig. 1 
and Fig. 15). May's reference in Fig. 1 and 15 teaches a computer system connected to a 
communication network to execute trades of event between to parties and bid having being 
conducted at price less than said predetermined value. Additionally, May's reference teaches in 
(Col. 42, lines 21-33 and Col 43, lines 4-7), teaches maximum numbers of tickets, which are 
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coupons, are generated when order made at the auction price, which is the same as claimed 
invention 

With respect to claim 16, May teaches a transaction system for event coupons, including: 

a web server for communicating information to parties to trade event coupons, said 
coupons having a predetermined value if an event occurs and no value if event does not occur 
(Fig. 1 and Fig. 15); May's reference teaches that web server, which is public Internet in fig. 1, 
16 communicating information to parties when an event occurs and said coupon having a 
predetermined valued if event occur, which is the same as claimed invention 

a transaction engine for executing transaction between said parties to complete trades 
such as buying and selling of said coupons at price less that predetermined value (Fig. 16 and 
Col. 41, lines 12-28); May's reference Fig. 16, teaches selling and buying at the displayed price, 
which is the same as claimed invention; and a database system for marinating data on said 
parties, such as account data (Col. 12, lines 47-61). May's reference teaches database system that 
maintaining information or data on said parties, which is the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 17, May teaches all elements of claim 16. Furthermore, May 
teaches a transaction system, wherein said account data represents a cash account of funds for a 
party and a coupon account of coupons held by said party (Col. 1, lines 35-50 and Col. 22, table 
1). May teaches transaction system, which is trading system's account data represent limited to 
specific market such as cash, and a coupon account held by the party, which is the same as 
claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 18, a transaction system as claimed in claim 17, including a 
payment system for executing payment transaction over said communication network to place 
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fund in said cash account (Col. 22, Table 1). May's reference teaches a payment transaction each 
trader workstation, which is the same as claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over May (6, 
317,721) in view of Kelly (6,007,426) 

With respect to claim l,May teaches a transaction method, including: 

receiving an acceptance of said order from a second party (Fig. 27A, 556 and Col 50, 
linesl3-15); May's reference teaches that the first party received acknowledgment of the 
execution of the trade from the second party, which is the same as claimed invention; 

decreasing an account of said first party by said price (Col. 23, lines 1-14); May's 
reference teaches that decreasing the corresponding amount to the trade from the first party 
account until no remaining credit left, which is the same as claimed invention; and 

decreasing an account of said second party by said value less said price(Col. 23, lines 1- 
14). May's reference teaches that decreasing the corresponding amount to the trade from the 
second party account until no remaining credit left, which is the same as claimed invention. 

receiving and communicating an order from a first party a coupon at a price less than a 
predetermined value, (Fig. 27B, 560, Fig. 15 and Col. 35, lines 25-35 ), May's reference teaches 
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that the first party communicated and made a request for said Bid price less than predetermine 
value (which is asked price). 

May's reference teach all elements as clamed above except coupon having said value if 
an event occurs and no value if said event does not occur and issuing said coupon to said first 
party. Kelly teaches a method of coupon having a value when event occur and no value when 
event does not occur (Fig. 9A and Col. 3, lines 30-33); and 

issuing said coupon to said first party (Col. 3, lines 30-33); 

Kelly's reference teaches that the selected price is provided to the player after the player 
has won, which the coupon has a value when event occur is the same as claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to modify May's invention with Kelly's 
teaching reference for the purpose of encouraging players to return to the current gaming 
environment or location more quickly. 

With respect to claim 2, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claim 1, except a 
transaction method issuing a counter coupon to said second party, said counter coupon having 
said value if said events does not occur and having no value if said event occurs. 

Kelly teaches a transaction method issuing a counter coupon to said second party, said 
counter having said value if said event doesn't occur and having no value event occurs (Fig. 6). 
Kelly's reference teaches that the player wins, event is occurred, the player receive credit tickets, 
which counter coupon to the winners account, since the event occurred counter coupon has no 
value for the second player, which is the same as claimed invention. It would have been obvious 
to one ordinary skill in the art to modify May's invention with Kelly's teaching reference for the 
purpose of providing users with specific price (abstract). 
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With respect to claim 3, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements to claims 1 and 2. 
Furthermore, May teaches a transaction method wherein said order is for a plurality of said 
coupon (Col. 42, lines 21-33 and Col 43, lines 4-7). May's reference teaches that maximum 
numbers of tickets, which are coupons, are generated when order made at the auction price, 
which is the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 4, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claims 1, 2 and 3, 
except transaction method wherein when said plurality of coupons are issued, a plurality of said 
counter coupon corresponding thereto are issued (Col. 42, lines 21-33 and Col 43, lines 4-7). 
May's reference teaches that maximum numbers of tickets, which are coupons or counter coupon 
are generated and issued, which is the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 5, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claim 1 including 
coupon or tickets. Furthermore, May teaches a transaction method including receiving and 
communicating and an offer from a party to sell at least one coupon at a sell price (Col. 9, lines 
27-44). May's reference teaches that receiving and communication an offer from a bidder to be 
willing to enter into a transaction with the counterparty, which is selling at least a ticket, which is 
the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 6, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claims 1 and 5, 
including receiving acceptance of said offer from another party, increasing an account of second 
party by said sell price, decreasing an account of said another party by said sell price, except 
transferring said at least one coupon from said party to said another party. Kelly teaches 
transferring said at least one coupon form said party to said another party (Col. 35, lines 19-38). 
Kelly teaches ticket, which is coupon transferred to the player of the game, which is the same as 
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claimed invention. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to modify May's 
invention by Kelly's invention for the purpose of determining net profit by subtracting any other 
cost accrued (col. 35, lines 14-15). 

With respect to claim 7, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claim 1, 
furthermore, May teaches a transaction method including receiving and communicating an offer 
from a party to buy at least one coupon at a buy price (Fig. 23). May reference teaches that in 
Fig. 23 bid, which is coupon displayed for sell for a party to buy the bid at sell price, which is the 
same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 8, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claims 1 and 7. 
Furthermore, May teaches a transaction method, including receiving acceptance of said offer 
from another party, decreasing an account of said party by said buy price and increasing an 
account of said another party by said price and transferring said at least one coupon from said 
another party to said party (Col. 23, lines 1-14); May's reference teaches that decreasing the 
corresponding amount to the trade from the first party account until no remaining credit left, 
which is the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 9, May in view Kelly teaches all elements of claim 1, furthermore, 
May teaches a transaction method including allowing trading in said coupons before 
determination of said event (Col. 20, lines 56-61 and Col. 46, lines 61-64), and said increasing 
the account of party by said value for each coupon held by said party when said event occurs 
(Col.37, lines 30-58). May's reference teaches a method that allows trading coupon before the 
determination of the event and increasing the account of the party and increase the quantity as 
many times as amount addition is agreed, which is the same as claimed invention. 
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With respect to claim 10, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claims 1 and 2. 
Furthermore, May teaches a transaction method, including allowing trading in said coupons 
before determination of said event (Col. 20, lines 56-61 and Col. 46, lines 61-64),, and said 
increasing the account of party by said value for each coupon held by said party when said event 
does not occur(Col.37, lines 30-58). May's reference teaches a method that allows trading 
coupon before the determination of the event and increasing the account of the party and increase 
the quantity as many times as amount addition is agreed, which is the same as claimed invention. 

With respect to claim 11, May in view of Kelly teaches a transaction method including: 

receiving an acceptance of said request from a second party(Fig. 27A, 556 and Col 50, 
linesl3-15); May's reference teaches that the first party received acknowledgment of the 
execution of the trade from the second party, which is the same as claimed invention; 

decreasing an account of said first party by said price(Col. 23, lines 1-14). May's 
reference teaches that decreasing the corresponding amount to the trade from the second party 
account until no remaining credit left, which is the same as claimed invention; and 

increasing an account of said second party by said price (Col. 21, lines 55-67 and Col. 22, 
line 1). May's reference teaches that both counterparties can change by negotiating new value, 
which is the same as increasing account of said second party by said price. 

receiving and communicating a request from a first party for a coupon at a price less than 
a predetermined value (Fig. 27B, 560 and Col. 35, lines 25-35), May's reference teaches that the 
first party communicated and made a request for said bid price less that predetermined value, 
which is asked price, May reference teaches communicating and requesting a bid price instead of 
coupon. However, Kelly teaches coupon having said value if an event occurs and no value if 
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said event does not occur (Fig. 9A and Col. 3, lines 30-33); Kelly's reference teaches the 
selected price is provided to the player after the player has won, which the coupon has a value 
when event occurred is the same as calmed invention. It would have been obvious to one 
ordinary skill in the art to modify May's invention with Kelly's teaching reference for the 
purpose of encouraging players to return to the current gaming environment or location more 
quickly. 

transferring said coupon from said second party to said first party(Col. 35, lines 19-38). 
Kelly teaches ticket, which is coupon transferred to the player of the game, which is the same as 
claimed invention. It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to modify May's 
invention by Kelly's invention for the purpose of determining net profit by subtracting any other 
cost accrued (col. 35, lines 14-15). 

With respect to claim 12, May in view of Kelly teaches all elements of claim 1. 
Furthermore, May teaches a transaction method executed by a server system connected to a 
communications network for communicating with said parties (Fig. 1). May's reference in Fig 1, 
teaches a transaction method executed by the server connected to a communication network, 
which is the same as claimed invention. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saba Dagnew whose telephone number is (571) 270-3271 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30AM-5 :00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Saba Dagnew 
October 25, 2007 




